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Here is what you will find in this
thematic activity bundle:

Learning Outcomes

Task A Task B Task C

Middle School
Resource Pack*

*To use the contents in this resource pack, you will need access to Britannica School.
Check with your librarian to see if your school already has a subscription or start a free trial
at elearn.eb.com/britannica-school/#free-trial

Introduction
Britannica's Curriculum Team has put together this series of Britannica School
activity bundles to support your lessons around key curriculum topics and
themes. Within each bundle, you will find a Britannica School resource pack
containing differentiated, multimedia content related to the set topic, as well as
supporting tasks and worksheets.

https://elearn.eb.com/britannica-school/#free-trial


Activity
Overview

Australian Gold Rushes
Activity Bundle

Vocabulary

Explore the gold rushes throughout Australia and
how this significant period contributed to the
shaping of Australia as a nation.

ACDSEH089
Experiences of non-Europeans in
Australia prior to the 1900s (such as the
Japanese, Chinese, South Sea
Islanders, Afghans).

Elaboration
Outlining the migration of Chinese
to the goldfields in Australia in the
nineteenth century and attitudes
towards the Chinese as revealed
in cartoons (for example, 'The
Mongolian Octopus').

Vocabulary

Aboriginal
Australia
Chinese
Conditions
Cultural
Eureka
Stockade
Gold Rush

Goldfields
Immigration
Impact
Mining licence
Multicultural
Racism
The Harvest of
Endurance
Scroll

Learning Outcomes

Australian Gold Rushes:
Making a Nation



Background Information

Australian Gold Rushes: Making a Nation

Before the 1850s, Australia was a remote, little-known colony populated mainly by
British convicts. But within months of the discovery of gold in 1851, Australia had an
international reputation.

The gold rushes had an immense impact on Australia’s population. News of the 1851
discoveries attracted people from countries around the world. This was Australia’s
first taste of a multicultural population.

The changes brought about by the first gold rushes transformed Australia and set
its course of development for decades to come. Just 50 years after the fateful find
at Bathurst, the British colonies would unite to become the independent
Commonwealth of Australia.

During the Australian gold rushes, many Chinese immigrants planted market gardens to
supply sorely needed fresh vegetables to the goldfields. © State Library of Victoria, Australia

(accession no. H26629). Image Credit: Britannica School

https://quest.eb.com/
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Task 1

Task 2

Task 3

Imagine you are a woman
experiencing life on the
goldfields, write a letter to
your family back home
describing your experiences.

Investigate the cultural
differences and racism in the
goldfields, prepare a 3-5 min
speech to share your
research.

Build a profile of the Eureka
Stockade. Include
researched information,
images and video where
appropriate.

Australian Gold Rushes: Making a Nation

https://elearn.eb.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Britannica-Worksheet-Letter-from-the-Goldfields.pdf
https://elearn.eb.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Britannica-Worksheet-Impacts-on-Immigration.pdf
https://elearn.eb.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Britannica-Worksheet-Eureka-Stockade-MS.pdf


Teacher Tip:
Ideal for independent
research tasks,
inquiry-based learning
and curiosity-led
discovery!

↓

Support this
activity with
differentiated
multimedia using
Britannica School
resource packs.

Task 4
How did the gold rush affect
the Australia Aboriginal
Peoples?

Australian Gold Rushes: Making a Nation

Open "Making a
Nation" resource

pack→ 

*To use the contents in this resource pack, you
will need access to Britannica School. Check if your
school already has a subscription or start a free trial
at elearn.eb.com/britannica-school/#free-trial

https://school.eb.com.au/levels/middle/collection/view/470910
https://elearn.eb.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Britannica-Worksheet-Effects-on-Australian-Aboriginal-Peoples.pdf
https://school.eb.com.au/levels/middle/collection/view/470910
http://eb.com/201440
http://eb.com/201440
http://eb.com/201440
http://eb.com/201290
http://eb.com/201290
https://elearn.eb.com/britannica-school/#free-trial


Britannica School is
the most trusted,
comprehensive digital
research resource
built to empower F-12
students.

As the go-to site for
research - the core of
any inquiry learning
model - Britannica
School offers thousands
of curriculum-aligned
articles, images, videos,
audio clips, primary
sources, maps and
recommended websites
across three
differentiated levels to
meet every child's
learning needs.

Trusted by millions
of students and
teachers worldwide

150M+

83
Countries

Students &
Teachers

Inspire 
curiosity
and the joy 
of learning.

elearn.eb.com/product/britannica-school

Countries

https://elearn.eb.com/product/britannica-school
https://elearn.eb.com/product/britannica-school


Britannica is committed
to ensuring that
Australian students and
educators always have
access to the most
credible source of
information on curriculum
topics.

Discover more
content aligned to the
Australian Curriculum

Browse Britannica School’s
expanding collection of locally-
sourced articles and media
aligned to the Australian
Curriculum.

Download full catalogue →

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cL47xLzU80FbvWqn_0QAgrRg6qkpJi7n/view?usp=sharing
https://elearn.eb.com/product/britannica-school


To learn more about Britannica's resources
and how we can support you, please email

contact@eb.com.au or
visit elearn.eb.com
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