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Enjoy observations about words and
language from Merriam-Webster
editors and news about the site.
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From the Wilds of the Internet
From Editor-at-Large Peter Sokolowski: The odd irregularity of English
is a cause of both frustration and celebration by learners and lovers of
the language. Attempts to make a perfect artificial [ more »

@ The Editors

WORD OF THE DAY
APRIL 23, 2013

lamia @

: a female demon more »

MOST POPULAR

The mast frequently looked up words-

Trend Watch

the short,

Quizzes

In some of the coverage of the
Boston Marathon bombings ...

Recent Videos

The Longest Word in the Dictionary

"The Longest Word in the
Dictionary”
Its notwhat you think, and here’s

"Bellicose"
When North Korea announced
that it was aiming rockets at ...

"Diaphanous"
After the pop star Shakira used it
to praise a contestant ...

"Its vs. It's”

Some practical guidance, and
interesting history, abouta
common mistake.

LR 2

"Weird Plurals"

One goose, two geese. One
moose, two... moose. What's up

sweet reason why. with that?

How Strong is Your Vocab? Quiz Leaderboard
(Coming Soon)
Take the Quiz »

' Take a 10-guestion quizto find out.
® Highest average scores
2880 Institution A

Top 10

Worth Looking At
Paintings,

lame That Thing 2862 Institution B
H . Take our visual vocabulary quiz. 2653 Institution C
QU 1ZZ€esS: Test Your Knowledge » 2430 Institution D
2430 Institution E
Test your vocabulary e orFaise? 5567 Yomindiiution
A quick quiz about stuff worth knowing.
knowledge Take It Now »
Top 10 Lists

=T
‘Words for Unusual Colors

Our Most Popular Quick Quizzes? The
Answer Is ...
Top 10 Quick Quizzes

Flowers, Fleas & More

LN o

Past 24 hours Past 7 Days
1. pragmatic 1. touchs
2. touché 2 pragmatic
3 kid 3 opportunity
4. lucid 4. esoteric
5 opportunity 5 terrorism
6. esoteric 6. caveat
id
Trend Watch: pomatery
V|eW 0ngo|ng disposition
View all »
coverage of
spikes in news-
driven searches. ="
abandonware (noun)
Sof i ar
Videos:

Watch Merriam-Webster
editors answer commonly
asked grammar questions,

address language disputes,
and comment on interesting
language topics.

Top 10 Lists:

Read entertaining lists designed to
broaden vocabulary and highlight
origins of words (often unusual,
bizarre, or charming words).
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MOST POPULAR

The most requently looked up words in the past 7

days
Weapons and Entire Site
g {nzun) Explosives
brand {noun) p - persg
Zbrand [tranzitiv 1. shrspnel pragmstic
3
brand iron fnoun) -
i 3. oppartunity
= 3 7
3. preponderance 4. esolerio
P [— 4 EE 5. temorism
= 8. cavest

‘brand o Vorah 4 Find word definitions
and citations.

Inflected ferm(s): -5

1 a:apiece of wood that has been or is burning (as one from a hearth or a burning building) =

b: something that resembles a burning piece of wood P

<blinding brands of lightning — P.B.Shelley> [+] mare

~

@iasword blade

e

a(1):a mark of a simple easily recognized pattern made by burning with a hot iron to attest manufacture
or quality or te designate ownership (2) : a mark made with a stamp or stencil for similar purposes:
0

=

b (1) a mark put on criminals with a hot iron (2) : a mark of disgrace : stcwa

<a reputation bsaring the brand of criminal negigence=

IS

a(1):a class of goods identified as being the product of a single firm or manufacturer : mas

<stores seling well-known brands of canned foods>

<a dozen brands of textile goods competing on the open markets

b i a characteristic or distinctive kind : vasery

<their brand of love was a tortured and fretful affection — Evelyn Eaton=

@

: a tool used to produce a brand (as on cattle, manufactured wares, wine casks)

@

s any rust fungus giving & burnt appearance typically to leaves

Orgin o BRAND Discover the origin of
Middle English brand, brond brand, sword, from Old English; akin to Old High German brant brand, Oid the Word and When |t

Norse brandr brand, blade of a sword, Old English byrnan, baernan to burn — more

First Known Use: before 12th century (senss 1a) was first used.

Related to BRAND

Synonyms trad

Fronuncistion Syml

'{ Tap 10 Words for Unusual "The Longest Word in the
| ¥ Colors Worth Looking At . Dictionary” 3 "
_‘1,,;‘ Paintings, e antidisestabl lamia «
= female demon
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Una r]. ge Advanced Search TheBlog WordGames Word ofthe Day

Use the general
search to find words
and definitions. You

] can customize the
Main Entry

search type from the
drop-down bar.

APRIL 18, 2013
Author Quoted Past 24 hours Past7 Days
¢ Synonym Paragraph .
From th Cplogam 1. pragmatic 1 touché
From Editor-at-Larg 2. touche 2. pragmatic
language. Aftempts to make a perfect artificial [.] more » e 2 Py
4. lucid 4. esoteric
) The Editors 5. opportunity 5. termorism
6. esoteric 6. caveat
7. disposition 7. kid
8 caveat 8 comradery

Use the
Advanced
Search to

search two or
more fields at
the same time.

- = Welcome to the New Unabridged!
Una rl ge Advanced Search TheBlog Word Games Word ofthe Day  Style Guide

The mest frequently looked up words:

MOST POPULAR
Bl Search the Unabridged Dictionary E

Advanced Search L e
2. pragmatic 2. touché
Search Definitions 3 fouche & CIpEimy
4. bourgeois 4. bourgeois
Use Advanced Search to search two or more fields simultaneously. For example, to find all French-derived words 5. esoteric 5. esoteric
that include “cooking” in the definition. enter “French” in the Etymology field and “cooking” in the Definition field. 6. opportunity 6. caveat
7. didactic 7. kid
8. comrade| 8. dis| it
Main Entry: g pestion
9. enigma 9. comradery
10. disposition 10. holistic
Definition: View all »
RECENT SEARCHES
Function: Select Function =]
brand 1 (n
[+] Show All Fields e e
Clear View an unsurpassed

collection of over a

Search Citations

A citation is an example of a word used in @ newspaper, magazine, book, website. or other publication. Merriam- million real-world
Websters enormous database of citations helps us write definitions based on how words are actually used. usage eXampIeS that
Citation Keyword: our editors use to
track words and their
meanings.

Clear

PAGE 3



= Welcome to the New Unabridged!

Advanced Search TheBlog Word Games Wordofthe Day Style Guide

. Unabridged

‘
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How Strong is Your Viocab?
Take a 10-question quiz to find out

1
e Take the Quiz »
Word Games @ Hame That Thing

Take ourvisual vocabulary quiz
Test Your Knowledge »

Word Games Archive | Word Games Help True or False?

A quick quiz about stuff worth knowing.

You can play both of Meriam-Webster's new word games each day: Dictionary Devil and one of the other Take It ow »

four games that rotate daily. In order to play the games, you must have Adobe Flash Player installed.

Ol i

For more word game fun, visit the Word Games Archive, where youl find up to 40 previously featured puzzies [

TOF TEN LISTS

Top 10 Words for Unusual
Colors Worth Looking At
Paintings, Flowers, Fleas & More

of each game
Our Most Popular Quick
Quizzes? The Answer Is ...

. . Top 10 Quick Quizes
The Dictionary Devil has disheveled the dictionary! He has stolen key words from

" H! definitions. put definitions under the wrong words, and XXXXd out one word. Try to put

everything back in its place. View all »

Use the dictionary
while playing
games to practice
definitions,
spelling, citations,
and synonyms.

Unabridged

E g ==

Word of the Day

lamia *

Discover and
expand your
vocabulary with new

View ongoing
coverage of spikes
in news-driven
vocabulary.

Top 10 Words for
Unusual Colors Worth
At

Our Most Popular Quick
Quizzes? The Answer Is

words each day!
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How Strong is Your Vocab?

Trend Watch

"Ethereal”

When:
Lookups spiked on Apri 18, 2013

Why:

NASA released a new photograph of the Horsehead Nebula — an image

of gas and space dust that various commentators descrived as
ethereal.

Ethersal means not only “celestal” or “heavenly,” but also “marked by

unusual deficacy or refinement,

Etheresl comes from ether, which traces back to the Greek word meaning “to ignte” or “to blaze.” In ancient
times, the sky and outer space were thought to consist of air that had been purified by fire. Since the gods ived
in the heavens, this was the air - the “ether” ~ they breathed. This “heavenly” atmosphere of the gods became

the basis for our modern sense of ethereal.
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Take & 10-question quiz to find out.
Take the Quiz »

., Name That Thing

True or False?
A quick quiz sbout stuff worth knowing

Take It Now »

Video

The Longest Word in the Dictionary

NEXT »

ToP TEN LISTS

Top 10 Words for
Unusual Colors Worth
Looking At

Paintings, Flo,

s 8 More.

Our Most Popular Quick
Quizzes? The Answer Is

Foal
d

D TREND WATCH

Top 10 Quick Quizzes

View all »

"Ethereal”
When NASA relessed 3 new photo
of the Horsehesd Nebuls

Watch Merriam-
Webster editors
answer commonly
asked grammar
questions, address
language disputes,
and comment on
interesting
language topics.
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ceased 2 new pnoto |

Schools and libraries may duplicate as necessary
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auizzes

EI 9 How Strong is Your Vacab?
F & 7o 0question auiz to find out.

Take the Guiz »

s, Name That Thing
@ Take our visusl vecabulary quiz.
Test Your Knowledge »

True or False?
A quick quiz about stuff worth knowing.

Take It How »

2! Vocabulary Quiz

How strong is your vocabulary?
Tt cur 10-gusstion quiz to find out — and maybe leam some new werds slong the wey.

Yol can try it 25 ohen 35 you'd like (we nave dozens of different varsions).
TOP TEN LISTS
Take the Quiz
Top 10 Words for
TUnusual Colors Worth
Looking At

Paintings. Flowers, Fless & Mare.

© Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.

Test your
vocabulary
knowledge.
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