Women’s Movements
Through Photographs

Celebrating Women'’s History Month with
Visual Primary Sources for K-12
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Women'’s History Month is more than a
celebration, it's an invitation to explore
the stories, struggles, and achievements
of women across time. Photographs offer
a unigue window into these moments,
capturing courage, resilience, and
determination in a single frame. They
help students not just see history, but
experience it, sparking curiosity,
discussion, and deeper understanding.

This e-book brings together a selection of
powerful visual primary sources designed
for K-12 learners. Each section highlights
a pivotal era in women's history, from
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early suffrage movements to modern
advocacy, and includes ready-to-use
classroom activities, discussion prompts,
and extension ideas to help students
connect past and present.

By engaging with these images, students
develop critical-thinking skills, empathy,
and media literacy—learning to ask
questions like: Who took this photograph?
Why? What might be missing? These
questions transform viewing into active
exploration, making history both tangible
and relevant.
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Modern Feminism
& Women's Suffrage

Elementary Level

At the turn of the 20th century, women organized and demanded the right to
vote. Feminism became a new word in Americaq, filled with energy and possibility.

Classroom Activity

Study suffragette photographs. Encourage students to look
closely, notice details, and imagine the story behind the picture.

WHITE HOUSE: SUFFRAGETTE. - A suﬁrogetle picketing in front of the White House, Washington, D.C., 1917.. Fine Art. Britannica ImageQuest,
Encyclopcedia Britannica. Accessed 9 Oct 2025
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Stanton and Anthony, US suffragettes. Photograph. 7/mr a ImageQuest, Encyclopcedia Britannica, 31 Aug 2017
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Women suffragettes in front
of the White House, 1917

Women union workers
marching in an American
Labor Day parade, 1913

Discussion Starters

« What do you notice first in this photo?

« Why do you think the women are wearing white?
« Who might be missing from this picture and why?

Extension Activities

+ Creative Writing: Ask students to write a short diary entry from the
perspective of a girl marching in the parade.

« Gallery Walk: Display different suffrage photos around the room. Have
students rotate, jotting down one detail or question at each stop.

WHITE HOUSE: SUFFRAGETTES. - Women suffragettes holding a banner addressing President Woodrow Wilson, in front of the White
House, Washington, D.C., 1917. Fine Art. Britannica ImageQuest, Encyclopcedia Britannica, Accessed 9 Oct 2025.

LABOR DAY PARADE, 1913. — Women union workers and child labor protesters marching in an American Labor Day parade, 1913. Fine Art.
Britannica ImageQuest, Encyclopcedia Britannica. Accessed 9 Oct 2025.
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War, Depression &

Women in the Workforce
Middle Level

The Great Depression and World War Il reshaped women'’s roles. From factory
floors to offices, women proved they could do the work—but often faced
resistance when men returned.

Classroom Activity

Compadre a protest photo with a letter to President Roosevelt. Use the
two sources to explore differing perspectives on women in the workforce.
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Discussion Starters

« Why were some jobs closed to women at this time?

« How did WWII change perceptions of women'’s work?

« If this debate happened today, whose side would you be on?

Extension Activities

 Roleplay Debate: Divide the class into groups: women workers, returning
soldiers, business owners. Debate: “Who should get the jobs after WWII?”

 Poster Project: Have students design a wartime poster either encouraging
or opposing women in the workforce.

C.LO. PICKETERS, 1941. - Congress of Industrial Workers (CIO) picketers jeering at workers entering a mill in Greensboro,
Greene County, Georgia. Photograph by Jack Delano, May 1941. Fine Art. Britannica ImageQuest, Encyclopcedia Britannica
Accessed 9 Oct 2025

"A Letter on Employment of Married Women." Teaching With Documents, Volume |, in Teaching With Documents: Using
Primary Sources from the National Archives, edited by United States. National Archives and Records Administration and
National Council for the Social Studies, Vol. 1, Washington, D.C., National Archives Trust Fund Board, 1989, pp. 130-133.

Original Sources. 9 Oct. 2025. https://os.eb.com/Document.aspx?DoclD=98KFU788964HG5Y.
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A Letter on Employment of Married Women

President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Washington, D.C.
United States of America

Dear Mister President;

Kansas City, Missouri
December 20th, 1933

Having long been an admirer of your integrity and wisdom, I am
taking the liberty of writing to you of a problem which is getting more serious

each day.

I am thirty seven years old, and for fourteen years held the
position as assistant bookkeeper in a large department store in Kansas City.
Recently, this company changed hands, the new president bringing in an
efficiency engineer. This man put in a new system in the office, which required
bookkeeping machines and calculators. So far, there has been eight of us to lose

our jobs.

No consideration was given as to who needed jobs, in fact it seemed
that those who needed them most, were fired. Not one married woman in that
office was fired, and each and every one of them has a husband employed. This
deplorable condition seems to be prevalent in this city and other cities of this
country. Every-where I go to look for a job I find these women, some of them
my friends, working— and I have found that nine cases out of ten their
husbands have good jobs. I do believe there are about ten percent of these cases

where husbands are out of work.

I understand that some employers say that the married woman is
more efficient. Naturally, the half starved, worried, single woman hasn't a
chance with a well-kept woman who has two incomes to meet her greedy
demands. I have come in contact with quite a few single women since I have
been out of work, and many of them are eating only one or two meals a day. My
heart aches for these women, Mr. President, and I know you would feel the same
way, if you knew this condition as it really exists.

The greedy type of married woman does not only cheat her single

through this source.

Year, I am

sisters, but she makes conditions worse for the single women and married men
who are out of work. They are also a stumbling-block to the boy and girl out of
school. The people of Kansas City are greatly incensed over this, but of course it
up to the employers to act— and only a few of them have done so. So far, the
. has done nothing about it. It seems to me, Mr. President, that it could be

Wishing you and yours a Glorious Christmas and a Merry New

Sincerely,

Miss Frances M. Kubicki,
3012 Montgall, Kansas City, Mo.

ing With Documents, Volume 1, in Teaching With Documents: Using Primary

tates. National Archives and Records Administration and National Council

hives Trust Fund Board, 1989, pp. 130-133. Original Sources. 9 Oct. 2025.
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A letter to President Roosevelt, 1933

Although Miss Kubicki wrote to President Roosevelt, her letter was referred
to the correspondence branch of the NRA for reply. That reply was
sympathetic, but not altogether reassuring. It urged her to write members
of Congress and suggested that increased public criticism on the subject
of working/morried women might result in "'some action” in the current
session of Congress; yet it informed her firmly that "..the authority vested
in this administration by the National Industrial Recovery Act does not
permit us to intervene in matters of this type and the government cannot

i say just whom a certain firm shall or shall not employ.” ‘

~\

© 2025 Encyclopcedia Britannica, Inc.


https://os.eb.com/Document.aspx?DocID=98KFU788964HG5Y

Civil Rights &
Women's Liberation

High Level

In the 1960s and "70s, the women’s movement intersected with civil rights,
sparking a “second wave” of feminism. Protesters demanded equality in
workplaces, politics, and society.

Classroom Activity

Examine photos from marches and rallies. Build a timeline of key
events and connect them to broader social changes.

CIVIL RIGHTS, 1961. Integration Protest, Monroe, North Carolina.’ Photograph by Delcan Haun, August 1961.. Photograph. Britannica
ImageQuest, Encyclopcedia Britannica, 17 Apr 2025. quest.eb.com/images/140_5000015. Accessed 9 Oct 2025,

ROSA PARKS (191
February 1956, fol g e te
passengers.. Fine Art. Britannica ImageQuest, Encyclopcedia Britannica, 25
Accessed 9 Oct 2025.

American civil rights advocate. Rosa Parks r‘chm inted by a Montgomery, Alabama, police officer, 22
t ity's buses to protest their racial segregation of
y 2016. quest.eb.com/images/140_1644410

Women's Liberation March. Photograph. Britannica ImageQuest, Encyclopcedia Britannica, 17 Apr 2025,
quest.eb.com/images/320_4559568. Accessed 9 Oct 2025,
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Civil rights marchon
Washington, 1963

New York protest for
women’s liberation, 1971

Phyllis Schlafly, Betty Wood, and Betty
ERA supporters at the National Friedan participate in a debate on women's
Women's Conference, 1977 rights and the ERA, 1978

Discussion Starters

« How did civil rights activism inspire women'’s rights protests?
» Who supported these movements, and who resisted them?
« What connections can you see between then and now?

Extension Activities

« Speechwriting: Ask students to draft a short rally speech calling for equality
in the 1970s. Then, have them update it for today considering what's changed
and what hasn't.

« Comparative Gallery: Place photos from the '‘60s and '70s side-by-side with
modern protest images. Have students identify similarities and differences in
signs, messages, and participants.

March on Washington. Photograph. Britannica ImageQuest, Encyclopcedia Britannica, 30 Apr 2025
quest.eb.com/images/320_4267478. Accessed 15 Oct 2025,

Women For Equality. Photographer. Britannica ImageQuest, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 25 May 2016

National Women's Conference, 1977. Photograph. Britannica ImageQuest, Encyclopcedia Britannica, 31 Aug 2017
quest.eb.com/images/139_1848573. Accessed 15 Oct 2025

ERA DEBATE, 1978. - A debate on Women's Rights at the University of Chicago. From left. Phyllis Schiafly, Betty Wood, and Betty
Friedan. Photographed 1978. Fine Art. Britannica ImageQuest, Encyclopcedia Britannica, 25 May 2016,
quest.eb.com/images/140_1702075. Accessed 15 Oct 2025.
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Why Primary Sources?

Photographs don't just show history, they invite students to question it. Who took the
picture? Why was it captured? What's missing? These critical-thinking moves build
stronger inquiry, empathy, and media literacy skills.

Teacher Tip

These images are drawn from Britannica ImageQuest, one of the world’s most trusted
educational image libraries. With millions of rights-cleared photos and activities, it's an
easy way to spark visual inquiry all year long.

Learn more about ImageQuest at britannicaeducation.com/imagequest or log in to
explore at quest.eb.com.

Looking for More Resources?

If you want to dive deeper into women'’s history or explore additional primary sources and
classroom activities, visit our Women'’s History Month content hub on the Britannica
Education website for curated resources and inspiration.

Scan to visit our
content hub!
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Why Women's History Matters

When students explore the voices, struggles, and achievements of women
throughout history, they don't just learn facts. They discover stories of
perseverance, leadership, and the pursuit of equity. These resources give
educators ready-to-use tools that ignite curiosity, spark meaningful
discussions, and empower students to think critically, ask questions, and
connect the past to the world today.

Protest in New York. March for women'’s liberation, 1971, United States. Photograph.
Britannica ImageQuest, Encyclopcedia Britannica, 25 May 2016.
quest.eb.com/images/170_2991111. Accessed 16 Oct 2025.
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