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38. gerald r. ford
1974-77

39. jimmy carter
1977-81

40. ronald w. reagan
1981-89

41. george h.w. bush
1989-93

42. Bill Clinton
1993-01

43. george w. bush
2001-09

37. richard m. nixon
1969-74

established direct relations 
with china after a 21-year 
estrangement. his dog’s name 
was checkers. was active in 
dramatics.

the only president that was not 
elected. liked to golf and ski. 
was a star football player at 
the university of michigan.

brought together egypt and 
israel and secured the camp 
david accords. promoted human 
rights and peace. worked as 
a peanut farmer.

his policies were credited with 
contributing to the demise of 
soviet communism. the only 
movie actor ever to become 
president.

constructed a coalition of 
western european and arab 
states against iraq. played first 
base on his varsity baseball 
team. was an avid jogger.

oversaw the country’s longest 
peacetime economic expansion.  
inspired by president john f. 
kennedy, his political hero.

focused on domestic security 
and the fight against terrorism.  
owned the texas rangers 
baseball team.

the first african american to 
win the presidency. won 2006 
and 2008 grammy awards for 
best spoken-word album for his 
audiobooks.

44. barack obama
2009-17

American real-estate developer, 
financier, and reality TeleVision 
show star. He purchased the New 
Jersey Generals, which played 
in the short-lived U.S. Football 
League.

45. Donald J. Trump
2017-2021

Passed the $1.9 trillion 
American Rescue Plan bill 
for dealing with the COVID-19 
pandemic. First elected to the 
Senate at age 29.

46. Joe Biden
2021-25

Second U.S. president to serve two 
terms that weren’t back-to-back.
Has a star on the Hollywood Walk 
of Fame.

47. Donald J. Trump
2025-

20. james a. garfield
1881

21. chester a. arthur
1881-85

22. grover cleveland
1885-89

23. benjamin harrison
1889-93

24. grover cleveland
1893-97

25. william mckinley
1897-1901

19. rutherford b. hayes
1877-81

brought post-civil war 
reconstruction to an end in the  
south. liked fishing and playing 
chess.

had the second shortest tenure 
in presidential history. wanted to 
become a sailor and see 
the world.

acceded to the presidency upon 
the assassination of president 
garfield. wealthy and used to 
modern conveniences, he refused 
to move into the white house until 
a real bath was installed.

the only president ever to be 
reelected after a defeat. 
a former sheriff.

signed into law the sherman 
antitrust act. his grandfather 
served as president in 1841. 
skilled at debating.

presided during the panic of 1893.
worked as a lawyer between 
terms.

led the u.s. in acquiring a global 
empire, including puerto rico, 
guam, and the philippines.
wore a red carnation in the 
buttonhole of his coat daily.

began construction of the 
panama canal. his refusal to 
shoot a bear cub on a hunting 
trip inspired a toy maker to 
name a stuffed bear after him.

26. theodore roosevelt
1901-09

the only man to hold the nation’s 
two highest offices: president and 
chief justice. had an infectious 
laugh. was an ardent golfer and a 
baseball fan.

27. william h. taft
1909-13

11. james k. polk
1845-49

12. zachary taylor
1849-50

13. millard fillmore
1850-53

14. franklin pierce
1853-57

15. james buchanan
1857-61

16. abraham lincoln
1861-65

10. john tyler
1841-45

took office after President 
Harrison’s death. established the 
united states weather bureau.

led the united states during the 
mexican war. established the 
u.s. naval academy at annapolis, 
maryland.

hero of the mexican war. became 
the first man to occupy the 
nation’s highest office without 
previous political experience.

became chief executive on the 
death of president zachary 
taylor. when Millard was a 
teenager his father hired him out 
as a wool worker.

caught in the controversy over 
slavery. made preparations for 
a transcontinental railroad and 
the opening of the Northwest for 
settlement.

his efforts to find a compromise 
in the conflict between the north 
and the south failed to avert the 
civil war. appreciated good books.

preserved the union during the 
american civil war and brought 
about the emancipation of the 
slaves. carried his work in his 
hat, which he called his 
“walking office.”

took office upon the 
assassination of president 
Abraham lincoln. 
worked as a tailor.

17. andrew johnson
1865-69

commander of the union armies 
during the civil war. was a friend 
of mark twain. lyss, as he was 
called, loved horses.

18. ulysses s. grant
1869-77

2. john adams
1797-1801

3. thomas jefferson
1801-09

4. James madison
1809-17

5. james monroe
1817-25

6. john quincy adams
1825-29

7. andrew jackson
1829-37

1. george washington
1789-97

Commander in chief of colonial 
armies in the american revolu-
tion. liked billiards and cards.

major figure in the continental 
congress. flew kites and 
collected birds’ eggs.

author of the declaration of 
independence. played the violin 
and liked to sing.

father of the constitution and 
author of the Bill of Rights. 
hobbies included nature study 
and chemistry.

proclaimed the monroe 
doctrine, a warning to european 
nations against intervening 
in the western hemisphere. 
monrovia, liberia, was named 
after him.

his efforts to find a compromise 
in the conflict between the north 
and the south failed to avert the 
civil war. appreciated good books.

military hero. was a judge of the 
supreme court of tennessee.

one of the founders of the 
democratic party.  
called the Little magician.

8. martin van buren
1837-41

defeated the indians at the battle 
of tippecanoe. the first president 
to die in office—after one 
month’s service.

9. william h. harrison
1841

29. Warren G. Harding
1921-23

30. calvin coolidge
1923-29

31. herbert hoover
1929-33

32. Franklin D. Roosevelt
1933-45

33. Harry S. Truman
1945-53

34. dwight d. eisenhower
1953-61

28. woodrow wilson
1913-21

creator and leading advocate 
of the league of nations. could 
dance a jig, sang well, and had 
a beautiful speaking voice.

promoted a “return to 
normalcy” after world war i. 
was an enthusiastic golfer.

acceded to the presidency after 
the death in office of president 
harding. known as “silent cal.” 
enjoyed fishing, swimming, 
and riding.

presided during the start of the 
great depression. was in the first 
class at stanford university. 
played baseball there.

led the united states through two 
of the greatest crises of the 20th 
century: the great depression and 
world war ii. held national radio 
broadcasts (later known 
as “fireside chats”).

authorized the dropping of atomic 
bombs on japan. became a good 
amateur pianist and might have 
become a concert pianist if he had 
not gone into politics.

commander of the allied forces  
in western europe during 
world war ii. starred in both 
basketball and football.

created the peace corps. 
never lost an election. was a 
star swimmer and a good golfer.

35. john f. kennedy
1961-63

signed into law the 1964 civil 
rights act. shined shoes in his 
town’s only barber shop and 
herded goats for the ranchers.

36. Lyndon b. Johnson
1963-69
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MEET THE PRESIDENTS.
One could dance a jig. One carried his work in his hat.  One was not even elected.
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executive
(carries out law

s)

cabinet
nom

inated by the president and 
m

ust be approved by the senate 
(w

ith at least 51 votes)

vice president
The presiding officer

of the Senate

president

judicial
(evaluates law

s)

other
federal courts

suprem
e court

9 justices nom
inated

by the president and m
ust

be approved by the senate
(w

ith at least 51 votes)

legislative
(m

akes law
s)congress

house of  
representatives

435 elected representatives—
based on each state’s population

senate
100 Elected Senators—

2 senators per state

united states constitution (provides a separation of pow
ers)

• The eagle’s right talon clutches an olive branch w
ith 13 olives and 13 leaves to represent peace. 

• The left talon clutches arrow
s, w

hich represent the need som
etim

es to go to w
ar to protect the nation.

• The eagle holds a ribbon bearing the w
ords “E Pluribus Unum

,” m
otto of the U.S., w

hich m
eans “out of m

any, one.” 
• The num

ber 13 is used to represent the 13 original colonies.

• A shield in front of the eagle represents both the unity of the colonies into one nation and C
ongress, w

hich m
akes law

s for all.
• Above the eagle is a halo of gold. In it are 13 w

hite clouds, 13 w
hite stars, and m

any tiny stars.  
• The 50 stars on a field of deep blue circle the eagle and represent the 50 states. 
• The w

ords “Seal of the President of the United States” m
ake up the outer circle.
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